Variations of plasma creatine kinase in rabbits following repetitive blood sampling effects of pretreatment with acepromazine, carazolol and dantrolene.
Plasma creatine kinase activity increased significantly (P less than 0.001) in rabbits sampled every two hours for 12 hours (mean from 509 to 2242 U/l), but did not change when rabbits had been accustomed to laboratory handling procedures for two weeks. This increase was not alleviated or only moderately by pretreatment with acepromazine (per os, 2.5 mg.kg-1), carazolol (intravenously, 0.05 mg.kg-1) or dantrolene (intravenously, 1.0 mg.kg-1). Thus, when using plasma creatine kinase in rabbits, e.g. to test muscle damage or local tolerance of drugs, animals should be made familiar with laboratory procedures before any experiment.